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MOVEMENT OF SEA TURTLES CAPTURED NEAR HOPPER- DREDGED CHANNELS I N
TEXAS AND LOUI SI ANA:  1993-1994

Maurice L. Renaud
Janmes Car penter
Jo WIIlians

Sout heast Fisheries Center, National Marine Fisheries Service,
Gal veston Laboratory, 4700 Avenue U, Galveston, TX 77551.

During a two year period, 77 Kenp's ridley (Lepidochelys kenpii)
and 4 | oggerhead (Caretta caretta) turtles were tracked near
hopper dredged channels al ong the upper Texas and western
Loui si ana coasts using radio, sonic and satellite telenetry.
Turtles were captured and rel eased at Bolivar Roads and Sabi ne
Passes in Texas and at Cal casi eu Pass, Louisiana. Size and

wei ght of turtles ranged between 26.4-65.6 cm strai ght carapace
length (SCL) and 2.7-42.6 kg. Turtles were tracked as far east
as the Florida Keys and to the west off northern Mexico.
Tracking data will determ ne short termfidelity to jettied
passes, use of hopper dredged channels and | ong range novenents
by turtles. Data fromthis work will be analyzed and publi shed
el sewhere. You nmay contact the authors directly if you have
speci fic questions.




